Keeping God in the Center:

Starkville Habitat for Humanity is a Christian mission to eliminate substandard housing in Oktibbeha County. By building the Kingdom of God on earth we strive in all that we do to be lead by His hand. At every event we pray for His
guidance and ask that He bless our efforts. Every homeowner is presented a family bible at their home dedication and we invite people of all
faiths to put that faith into service. If you would like to join our mission we invite you to give us a call at 662-324-7008.

“Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.” —Psalms 127:1

Habitat for Humanity Construction
Crew Earns National Award
The National Association of Home Builders Mutual Safety Award for
Excellence (SAFE) awards program recognizes the achievements of
builders and trade contractors who have developed and implemented
high-quality construction safety programs, and to honor government
officials and NAHB-affilitated associations and student chapters that
have made successful efforts to advance safety in the home building
industry.

Congratulations to Habitat’s Construction Crew
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MSU’s Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life dedicated a Habitat for Humanity home at 107 Owens Lane in Starkville
to Annie Hopkins (center) on Wednesday [March 2]. Greek organizations raised $75,000 to fully fund the project.
(Photo by Thomas McBroom)

Annie Hopkins Never
Forgets a Birthday

By Zack Plair
A 12-year Mississippi State employee, she drives the
Starkville-MSU Area Rapid Transit shuttle along routes that
include the Thad Cochran Research, Technology and Economic
Development Park and Haven 12 apartments. The Aiken Village
Preschool and Child Development and Family Studies Center at
MSU both sit on the research park route, and she makes sure to
give each student at those facilities a card on his or her birthday.
On Wednesday [March 2], Hopkins celebrated a different
kind of “birthday” – the day a brand new house became her
home.
MSU’s Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life and Starkville
Area Habitat for Humanity dedicated the home at 107 Owens
Lane to Hopkins Wednesday afternoon, bringing months of
planning and building to fruition. The university’s Greek
organizations donated $75,000 to fully fund the project, as well
as hundreds of volunteer hours.
“I wish you could feel my joy,” Hopkins said. “This is the
biggest gift I’ve ever gotten.”
The 59th Starkville Area Habitat home, it is the eighth in
which the organization has partnered with Mississippi State.
This is the first time Fraternity and Sorority Life has funded a
home.
At 990 square feet, Starkville Area Habitat Executive Director
Joel Downey said the two bedroom, one bathroom home was
custom built for Hopkins, who suffers from severe arthritis. Its
open floor plan, wide doorways and convenient kitchen layout
will better accommodate Hopkins as she gets older,
Downey said.
Downey and others who spoke about Hopkins on
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Wednesday highlighted her willingness to go above and
beyond her job description, including using her personal vehicle
on weekends to help college students without a car get around
Starkville.
“She’s an excellent choice for the first Greek Life house,”
Downey said. “I think this is probably one of the prettiest houses we’ve ever done.”
Over the last 30 years, Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity
has completed homes for families in need and offers 20-year,
no-interest loans to recipients. All applicants go through a
selection process, Downey said, and recipients must have the
means to pay the mortgage, must put at least 300 “sweat equity”
hours into building the home, and must agree to complete three
self-improvement classes – one of which must focus on financial
literacy.
Regina Hyatt, MSU vice president for Student Affairs, said
she is proud of the Greek organizations’ fundraising and
volunteer efforts for the project. She also extended her best
wishes to Hopkins.
“It’s so exciting to see this house fully completed,” Hyatt said.
“It was built with love for you. So enjoy, and welcome home.”
Even in the elation of her moment, with her new home keys
in hand, Hopkins spoke to the positive impact Habitat for
Humanity could have for others in the future. She said she
specifically wants MSU Fraternity and Sorority Life to sponsor
another Habitat project.
“Don’t let this be your last one,” she said. “Please keep it going.
There are others who need a home, too.”
MSU is Mississippi’s leading university, available online at
www.msstate.edu.
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2016 Collegiate Challenge
Rockford University, Rockford, IL • Notre Dame Prep, Towson, MD • University of Missouri
By WTVA News
All across north Mississippi, collegiate groups
spend their spring break building houses with
Habitat for Humanity.
In Starkville, students from Notre Dame
Preparatory School in Maryland, Rockford
University and the University of Missouri were
helping put on the roof of a house at 79
Murdoch Drive.
The Starkville Habitat For Humanity kicked off
its 2016 Collegiate Challenge earlier this month.
Several of these students are accustomed to this
type of work but they say they learn something
new each time.
“It’s been a lot of fun,” Notre Dame Prep Senior
Reilly Geritz said. “So far we’ve focused mainly
on the roof since the structure of the house was
already completed. We’ve been nailing sheets of
plywood up on the roof and doing other things
inside the house.”
The Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity Collegiate Challenge Spring program brings in out-of-state college students from all over the country
during their respective spring breaks to build a Habitat home. Area churches provide a noontime devotional and hospitality in many forms for
these groups to include snacks and lunch at the work site. Closure to the workday is a visit to local churches for fellowship, southern hospitality,
and delicious food.

Starkville Area
Habitat for Humanity
Golf Classic
Sponsorship Opportunities
T-Shirt and Hole Sponsorship with
Four Person Team $900
Hole Sponsorship with Four Person
Team $400
Four Person Team $300
Individual Golfer $75
Team registration form on reverse.
T-Shirt Sponsorship $500

13th Annual
Starkville Area
Habitat for
Humanity
Golf Classic

Hole Sponsorship $150
Door Prize or Goody Bag Donation

Name to be used for publications:

Return to:
Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity
Post Office Box 784
Starkville, MS 39760

Make checks payable to:
Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity
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Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity
Golf Classic

Friday, May 20, 2016
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Governor’s Give Awards
Honors Paul Cuicchi
A native to Leland, Mississippi and a retired high school
teacher, Paul Cuicchi enjoys spending his retirement
teaching as a part-time lecturer in the Department of
Physics and Astronomy at Mississippi State University and
giving back to his community through service. Though
his intellectual talents lie in the field of science, Cuicchi
says that his real passion is service for others. He tells his
students to embrace the nobility of service to others, and
chooses to practice this lesson for himself.
Cuicchi said that he enjoys working with his hands and
being around young people who volunteer; therefore, the
Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity is a great fit for his
time spent serving his community. As a Team Leader for
Habitat, he has worked as part of the construction crew
for numerous houses built for families in need while
supervising MSU student and community volunteers.
During the past year, Cuicchi has served approximately
1,300 service hours with Habitat.
Cuicchi says he enjoys seeing the satisfaction and
genuine thankfulness from those he helps, and
understands the joy that it can bring into one’s life. “It is
a privilege to serve others and to make life better for the
families who receive the homes. Habitat is an outstanding
organization with excellent staff and leaders,”
said Cuicchi.
Though Cuicchi spends the majority of his volunteering
with Habitat for Humanity, he also volunteers at St.
Joseph’s Food Pantry where he has served approximately
60 hours over the past year. “I have found that serving
others can bring great joy into your life,” said Cuicchi.
Happy that he is able to serve others, Cuicchi plans to
continue in his service to the Starkville community.
Cuicchi is married to his wife Rosemary, and has two
children and two grandchildren.

Special shout out to Paul Cuicchi for receiving Honorable Mention for the
2016 Governor’s Initiative for Volunteer Excellence! Only 7 out of 76 were
chosen for this award. Thank you, Dr. Cuicchi, for your outstanding service!

Volunteers are a powerful force for community
improvement, and their efforts make the most of limited
resources. The GIVE Awards are presented by Volunteer
Mississippi in cooperation with the Office of the
Governor to honor the accomplishments of
Mississippians who make a difference in their
communities and our state each year. These prestigious
awards, initially launched in 1993 by First Lady Patricia
O. Fordice and Governor Kirk Fordice, are a small
token of thanks to the many people who live their lives
in service to their neighbors and this great state that they
call home. Since its inception, nearly 200 individuals and
organizations have been recognized with a GIVE Award.

Matthew 5:14-16 You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl Instead they put it on its stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven.
Starkville Habitat for Humanity Newsletter
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Volunteers from Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity
Participate in Volunteer Leadership Training
SAHH volunteer leaders attended the first volunteer
leadership training session last month and sessions two
and three will be offered, Wednesday May 18 and
Wednesday, September 21. The focus areas for the
sessions are:

1. Finding Reliable People to Volunteer
for Your Nonprofit—March 16, 2016
• Identify the volunteer needs within an organization; and
• Methods to use when selecting volunteers to fulfill
needs within an organization.
This training was administered by Laura Lemons and
Marina Denny from the Mississippi State University
Department of Human Sciences and was sponsored by
Aramark, MSU Dining, MSU Chick-fil-A, MSU
Department of Human Sciences and the Greater
Starkville Development Partnership.

2. Finding the Right Fit for Individual
Volunteer Service—May 18, 2016
Once a nonprofit has found volunteers interested in
aiding its organization in fulfilling its mission, it is very
important to make sure that you get those volunteers
serving in the proper role within your organization. It’s
also very important to make sure they have meaningful
service to do while they are volunteering.
• How to orient and train their volunteers once they have
successfully recruited them.
• How to utilize volunteers in a meaningful way.
This training is administered by Marina Denny from the
Mississippi State University Department of Human
Sciences and was sponsored by Aramark, MSU Dining,
MSU Chick-fil-A, MSU Department of Human Sciences
and the Greater Starkville Development Partnership.
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(Left to right) Rosemary Cuicchi, Suzanne Simmons Dressell,
Sheri McClendon, Danny Setaro, Robbie Richardson, Tom Edwards, Alan Tucker, Flo Henley

3. Retaining Volunteers and Ideas to
Express Appreciation for Volunteer
Work —Sept. 21, 2016
Once the right volunteers are in the right role and serving in a meaningful capacity, it is of extreme importance
to show appreciation and thank them for their service
on a regular basis to increase your non-profit’s volunteer
retention rate. It’s also important to evaluate them to gain
valuable feedback on their volunteer experience.
• Ways to recognize volunteers; and
• Ways to evaluate volunteers’ service to your
organization.
This training is administered by Laura Lemons from the
Mississippi State University Department of Human
Sciences and is sponsored by Aramark, MSU Dining,
MSU Chick-fil-A, MSU Department of Human Sciences
and the Greater Starkville Development Partnership.
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Online Giving Platform makes it Easy to Donate to Starkville Habitat for Humanity
For the first time the Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity is raising funds online. GiveGab.com is a
fundraising website designed to help non-profit organizations like Habitat raise funds to support their
mission through a nonprofit online giving platform. GiveGab receive a small percentage of funds raised
to maintain the website with the larger percentage of the donations going to the specified charity.
Please help support our mission of providing more affordable and sustainable housing to those in need
by visiting GiveGab.com and make a contribution to Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity.

Hill Family Selected for Next Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity House.

Congratulations Decarlos and Edna!

DeCarlos currently works at Mississippi State and will begin a new job at Starkville-Oktibbeha
Schools. Edna works at Sudduth Elementary. They are the parents of two girls and one boy.
They currently live in a crowded apartment off of Reed Rd. They will be getting the house at 79
Murdoch, scheduled for completion this summer.

Pinks Dudley is pictured at a family selection intake meeting with
children from some families applying for a Habitat for Humanity home
in Starkville, MS

Family selection intake meetings are held to inform applicants about the application procedure for a Habitat home. Applicants are
helped with any questions they may have about filling out the application. This is the first step in the application process.
Family selection intake meetings are held at various times of the year. Please check with the Habitat office at 662.324.7008 for dates and
times of meetings.

The Resale Store has Great Bargains
The Resale Store is open the first and third Saturday of every month from
8:00-11:00 a.m. It is located at 1632 N. Montgomery Street- it is the blue
metal building on the east side of N. Montgomery, just north of the Bypass.
If you are interested in donating building materials, furniture items,
used lumber (without nails), appliances, etc. which are in decent/working
condition please contact the Habitat office at 324-7008. A donation
voucher is provided for tax purposes.
Great selection of new and used building supplies and
furniture at discount prices. Open first and third Saturdays:
8:00 to 11:00 a.m., 1632 Rockhill Road
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Maroon Edition
Home Dedicated
By Zack Plair
The Shalisha Owens family hadn’t even
moved the first piece of furniture into their
new home before 16-year-old Decorda, the
eldest of four children, started prodding his
mom with a very timely question.
“When are we putting the Christmas tree
up?”
Shalisha, who had moments earlier
accepted the keys to her new home, built
through a partnership of Mississippi State
University’s Maroon Edition program and
Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity, said her
son “became more of a man” as he worked
alongside hundreds of volunteers over the last
four months to build the residence. But she
said she enjoyed seeing his youthful eagerness
to put the family’s mark on its new home at
104 Owens St.
“This project has really helped him grow
up,” she said.
MSU and Starkville Area Habitat for
Humanity dedicated the Owens’ home, the
seventh annual Maroon Edition building
project, on Thursday [Dec. 17]. Along with
the keys, the family received a Bible, quilt,
homeowner’s manual and toolkit.
Hundreds of volunteers, many of whom
were MSU students, faculty and staff, helped
construct the home through Maroon Edition,
an initiative meant to engage incoming
freshmen by challenging them to read the
same book. This year’s Maroon Edition is
“Same Kind of Different as Me,” by Ron Hall
and Denver Moore.
MSU President Mark E. Keenum has driven
the first nail in each Maroon Edition home.

Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity volunteers presented the Shalisha Owens family with a quilt at the dedication for
their new home Thursday [Dec. 17] at 104 Owens St. Dot Livingston annually makes the quilt. Shalisha is a single mother
of four. (Photo by Thomas McBroom)

“This is my favorite part,” Keenum said. “It
just warms my heart to see the family receive
the home and to know that so many of our
faculty, staff and students took time to help
make it happen.”
A single mother, Shalisha said she had lived
with her four children – which also include
daughters Shanautica, 14; Emerald, 9; and
Jessie, 7 – in a three-bedroom apartment for
the last three years. Now, as the owner of a
1,200 square-foot home with four bedrooms
and two bathrooms, she said her family has
more space and more privacy in the house, as
well as a yard to enjoy.
“It seems like with every step of this process, I get more emotional,” she said through
tears during her acceptance remarks. “I am so
thankful to God for this opportunity.”
Over the last 30 years, Starkville Area
Habitat for Humanity has completed 58
homes for families in need and offers 20-year,
no-interest loans to recipients. All applicants
go through a selection process, Executive
Director Joel Downey said, and recipients
must have the means to pay the mortgage,
must put at least 300 “sweat equity” hours into
building the home, and must agree to
complete three self-improvement classes --

one of which must focus on financial literacy.
The Owens’ home was supposed to be the
first on the newly christened Hope Lane, just
off Douglas L. Conner Drive. Instead, the city
opted to revert the corridor to its
original moniker from decades ago.
Though the Owens street name doesn’t
technically relate directly to Shalisha’s family,
Keenum noted the serendipity.
“You’ve got a beautiful new home on your
own street,” Keenum told Shalisha at the dedication. “I think that’s very appropriate.”
The Owens family will soon be getting
neighbors, as work on a Habitat home sponsored by MSU’s Fraternity and Sorority Life
organization continues next door. Downey
said Annie Hopkins, a bus driver for the
Starkville-MSU Area Rapid Transit system,
could move into that home by March 2016.
For more information on the Starkville
Area Habitat for Humanity, visit www.
starkvillehabitat.com. Maroon Edition and
other MSU volunteering information is available at www.mvc.msstate.edu.

Give to Starkville Habitat for Humanity through Kroger Community Rewards © Program
Habitat for Humanity has been accepted into the Kroger Community Rewards © program. Kroger Community Rewards © helps us by making
fund-raising easier.
Every time a Habitat for Humanity supporter shops at Kroger, all it takes is a swipe of their Kroger Plus Card. By using your Kroger card you can help
us raise funds to build houses for those in need.
Please visit www.Krogercommunityrewards.com and register online. Here is how to use the Kroger
Community Rewards Program:
• Simply register online at krogercommunityrewards.com
• Be sure to have your Kroger Plus card handy and register your card with Habitat for Humanity after you sign up.
-If you do not yet have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the customer service desk at any Kroger.
•Click on Sign In/Register
•Most participants are new online customers, so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in the ‘New Customer?’ box.
• Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, entering your email address and
creating a password, agreeing to the terms and conditions
• You will then get a message to check your email inbox and click on the link within the body of the email.
• Click on My Account and use your email address and password to proceed to the next step.
• Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input your Kroger Plus card number.
• Update or confirm your information.
• Enter NPO number or name of organization, select organization from list and click on confirm.
• To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see your organization’s name on the right side of your information page.
• REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your group until after our supporters/member(s) register their card(s).
• Do you use your phone number at the register? Call 800-576-4377, select option 4 to get your Kroger Plus card number.
• Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card or use the phone number that is related to their registered Kroger Plus card when shopping
for each purchase to count.
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Give us a call or email us for more
information about how you can
volunteer.
662.324.7008
hhumanity@bellsouth.com
Visit us on the web at
starkvillehabitiat.com

The Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity is a Christian mission that seeks to put
God’s love into action by building homes, communities and hope. The Starkville
Area Habitat for Humanity is dedicated to eliminating sub-standard housing
through the construction of new homes and providing a no interest mortgage to
low income homeowners who need a better place to live and are willing to word
hard to make a better life for their families. Habitat for Humanity was founded
on the conviction that every man, woman and child should have a simple,
durable place to live in dignity and safety, and that decent shelter in decent
communities should be a matter of conscience and action for all.

Starkville
Habitat for Humanity
Twitter: @StarkvilleH
Physical Address:
101 S. Lafayette, Suite 24
Starkville, MS 39339
Mailing Address:
PO Box 784
Starkville, MS 39760
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